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takes less than thirty-six hours, with a good
dining and sleeping car service in a vestibule
train. In writing the first edition of a little
pamphlet on The Supreme Decision of the
Christian Student, some twenty years ago, the
writer appealed for volunteers to enter this
unoccupied province of Hunan, which then had
over twenty millions of people without a single
missionary or Christian. On the occasion of
our visit in 1914 we saw, as we entered the great
gates of the ancient walled city, the posters
announcing the evangelistic meetings on the very
notice boards where a few years ago hung the
posters which called for the killing of the " foreign
devils." Here, fourteen, or even four, years
ago we might have been driven out by angry
mobs ; but what a change to-day ! As we came
to the opening meeting there was a young
missionary acting as gate-keeper who had first
entered the city on Thanksgiving Day, 1898.
Himself driven out from the city gate by the
officials, he had come back a week later by
another gate, only again to be forced out, and
driven down the river. The next year, when
he returned, he was again attacked by the crowd,
swung by his queue, beaten and driven from
the city by an angry mob shouting " Kill the
foreigner." This year he opened the gates at
the entrance to the meeting to let in the throngs